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N' with tha firtl fl'.rnsy machine.
I- I fflv-i. The first crop of

_. .ived on Iies, They could do
..4-Iieved what they were

^. rho could sail 6,000 feet aloft
ol canvas tied up with wire

4- .4 -h any sort of tale. N"-

a_«t true.

are was the "air pocket"
the air" came to be a pop-

irfl phrase amonp the news-

. the early fliphts. If
. from a _____

.s feet, it was chron-

-h escape." The itH
fiiers do to-day. just for

..- ¦ -acles five yeara

. b'.ame the btrdmeri, a-

-. quita a lot of respect.

^.K 'noon, and lies al-
-. a| immodity. And so

ars multiphed fa.-ter

M, ar.d when the aviator

,Ki.f. n his friends hed for him.
t_. fetl was stretched into 5.000

Otott Tiny contracts as-

igmxc ~ a t portiona ur.der the scientific
Horsepower was f right-

e ?erm "speed" lost all

, r -r. everybody Ued about

.... years it went on.

pood stories dwin-

[ .ame altogether t^ ex-

-~ aad thal » «a ,s no

rood ¦ 7>elieve it

THE WAR WAS A GODSEND TO
EXHAUSTED AERIAL IM¬

AGINATION.
retty bad. when along

..,.-. upirinf i
li Ttainty in the

ph opened up

There were no boundaries: aay-

¦aj came.

j z had been poir.p or. in r'rar.ce

...hen the first good lie

wa* r " ftnd
- | over kr:mmed with

44 French aviator.a very

r_mmed and destroyed a

Byinf nl ¦-. Of eoorae,

aa said, he was killed.
th little imap:r.ations stood

- that story. It was a terrifie

pace tc aet, end causcd cor.siderable consterra-

much admirat.e:.. Bul F
.... sperts, ar.d

.r; hit their itride.
rarkhly well. It Waa a ¦

-....¦-. -¦

ttaj indeed was the out-

gr hours did not ravaal a

riagie ha
These heroes were very

aode- larettesand
a'.l in the day's work.they

.-. | .ut orders. It wa= pood
euty- * *r'rt' l0°-

4QUAI OF MOSELLE WAS RE-

IPONSIBLE FOR A FRENCH
.E' ME8S" STORY

o\'r correspondent arai

e
¦¦ Moselle one eve* |

~,e to him. He thoupht aboaJ
..._. rt stayed arith h:m all nigt
> ka I he wrote a spler.d'.r:
vtnf \ idroa of a." ; ¦.

taaopr -atmpeded the hor«es of a

mtkr] They ran like anything, he

*-»¦. ad afl the detaila.all but one.

"._.. ¦ ,r aatare ar.d aaal i

a»f» eaaat any eavalrj reg
neti- - d ftfty auh
Bat ». r a trifle to upeel a narra-. a

Hastsr] ¦ adarfuDy weU, ae did eev-

.n, m- ' rm,^i. It »a= fine,
. * - ... the top layer had hardiy

.*. . ra wara hotel ba

re perfect fi '

'» b k_owledpe of the

I ia what evee a -

'.* - | rrnlve. Ther*- M

'<¦- a.- - , rr a. Iht a - .Ais'-harpe'!
¦lerHaa v-ook ee rl

i

*"riEN ONE WAS IN DOUBT. ONE
C00LD ALWAYS LUG IN THE

"GRAY. IMPENETRA
BLE FOG"

A'aaJdott a- tflrrprininir fhap drew «om« in-

"."ateSj frrn o rwny day and put nature la
."* bn h,__ He wu Botnethinp of a I

'-...- .- a'»" ' merhaniea. ha*
****r*1 i ,. f ,:ra,,\n ir.to hifl diapatrhe-

' *-! arr r.'imra>T "f thrrn hoeennr con

""¦..¦Ur .,.ay thfl batt'- linea, and in earh
**. 1*»_»1 ,. _T1_fy»r, fljdng around and
^.4. r*t/d1 .,, prnneti apon '+* flr,t ,jn

1,44"»C Hvn y,h* tVw Kdta >imH»

MUENCHAUSENS OF THE AIR
flying about in clouds. Aak ar.y e xperier.ced
flier.
Anyhow, techmque had no place in an avia-

tion story. What did it matter that an avi-
ator loeea his sense nf the horisontal when he
dives into a cloud? Hc ia walled ir. by pray.

lmpenetra-hie fet*. He might be flying .:

down, for all hf- k* ara -. .* under the im-

pri that hifl feet are po.r.'irjr at the

earth and BOt the -ky. However, technical
detai! ha? no color, ar.d nobody nrould read it

ir.yway.
If necessary. a r.ipiar.e could be torned into

a monoplane by a mere srratch of the pen. A

¦'pw of ten men could easily be made te
aboard a sinp;e <-..*.. »ut Heavy calibr
puns eould be mounted in the most remark

able places.on the skid? or ailer*

I the occasion.

One youth, out for a reeord. pester*
officer of the flying corps for days. .\11 h<

aranted was cor.firmation of his belief that a

combination submarine and aeroplane was in

the building and would be ready for trial in a

few days. "If it r.ever comes throuph," ho

urped, "no harm will be done. It will appeat
that the trial? ahowed the need of further ex-

periment."
apeeddng of trial*. there ia a world

of mapic in the word. The most imp*
scheme in exister.ee can be tried out. The

*.r:a'..- which r.ever took place ftumiahed the

- T.aterial. Let a wild idea apring into

. ng, ar.d the corps of ambitious antidpateCT
spun their yarn? with preat ebandon ar.d an

e.xpiar.atory parapraph to the effect that

were beinp conducted."
',- .- thii "me a jour- ilial

the term "reporter") who once upon a tima
had frequented the Broadway tea dances light¬
ed a ciparette. From his comfortable room in

the Palais d'Orsay he discerr.ed the French
aviation corps doinp an aerial tango over the

German trenches. He saw it all. The grim
battle liaea; the uply puns; the black mud of

the earthworku.everything. And on high
those mtrepid Men aped about, just over the

Genaasa' head?.
It was uncar.r.y. He aaid BO in the story.

The sheils were bur.tir.g all around them.

They were almost low enouph to be hit with a

hand prenade. Did they care^ Not they!

They laughed and jeered at their foe*? alter-

nately, and came down in time for supper.

And. of course. no inaignificant comma

officer could poi to such tactics.

Nobody wa< killed They r.ever are.

THE MAN WHO WAS SEIZED
WITH SUDDEN FURY AND

JUST HAD TO THROW
SOMETHING.

They.meaning the !ies.came thick and

%-. after thia An ai.cg-ed Bnt;.-h cap*a.*

journeyed to the United States and told of his

remarkable e.xpenences droppinp darts on the

i.ermar.-. With the instinct of a tn* Bll

he desenbed his ser.satior.s when he shovelltd

a few thousand ?teei arrows over the side.

"I was se:zed with a sudden fury, and ju.-t
mething,H he deelared at the

'.'lub luncheon table, I: BOUndod r<

He -va- a I ibstanttal !o<'k:ng fellow and

I a uniform labelled "Royal Flyir.g Corp-."
ber, he had purchased several th.

dollars' flrorth of aeronautical equipment for

caah.
The Br.* -- ation apainst weanng a

-m in a neutral eountry -Aa.- BO parl
an Aero Ciub member'i education. S

"captain" found smooth sailinp until <'. '-

(;rey, 0f | :.U>r of "The Aeroplar.e.'
the turn on him. Not only that. but he

added some caustic and lepitimate remark-

the reporter who wrote the story.this
.o my personal knowledsr'

TWAS A DARK AND STORMY
NIGHT. AND SEATED IN

AN AEROPLANE.

mm then another fabrieatiam. It was far

... go ealled a Iie. Out of Toronto it

.¦ame, and a heap ef money wa- -pent in tele-

praph toDa to pet it before the publie In time

| - reakfast.
It was a Bnti-h Ueateaaal thi time. He

had been buying horses or srrap iron-I for*

prt which.for the government. But instead

of travelhng by rail to the Far Weht. where

thiaga grow, he juat flew across the con¬

tinent.
Ue atattad or. a dark night from somrwhere

on I/mg laland. he said. From hifl account of

HM long flight 11 might be gethorod that he

vaa« eaa ef theaa a-tiatera who always fly by
ripht. Ita Bfite ir.terestinp, hit -tory, rs

parlillj to thow who had spent BTOCh time and

mor.ry on 'planrs deeigned to "tand the rigor*

of aueh a *np.
What kind of marhir,* he n-er] na»vrr -am'

nut. or where it was that he robbcd tho^e gar-

apes of gasolene in the pray hours of the earlv

mornirrp. nr whether he sa.led over Kicking

Horse Pass or throuph the Yellowhead. or a

i of other dfltefll ontatk or.ly the really cun-

oos would have enjoyed readinp.

Anyway. he made the Coast. He didn't stop

there, however. for throuph some mystenous

ehannd he had tearned ti twe Germaa aea-

rlanes which were carryinp many bombs and

hearing down on Vaaeo-ver. He went out ta

meet them. and the ciash came eff Var.couver

Mand. A bit of a elaah H waa. too. as the

taoaat modestly admitted. But ne man-

apod to dispatch both advers.aries. althouph ha

l .dedtwice. He had some red *cars to

provi
But the forepoinp incidents count for htt'.e

..T.parison with sume amazinp sta:emer.-s

r.f American manufacture which a'.so found

their way into pnnt. In military parlance
they were created "somewhere in New York."

A -lipht. fiorid man sat one day in an office

not far from Pofty SOCOnd Btreet and Fifth

Avenue. Opposite him was a reporter for a

New York morr.inp paper. The slight man

¦eaa telling '. &*?}
.'.>. the attention paid te his arerds ladi-

cated that. At f.mes he pouadad the table

it, whfla hia voiea .."?'.>' aa ne

made a telling point At Other times he
leaned fena icroaa and hia arerda
7ame - Bg 1 igh ¦ whisper
that carried my-*' ¦.:o».

-fi. me about the British r.avy,"
"Do you war/ IT a rr.e

thing '.'. . r-eep your irci l tma-

t;nn to yourself0"
The rep<-' .. ** report

dc Ther. thfl little man drew from a drawer
were -et down

memoraii i leree,
He it idie ; them for a os aaenl and coatii
-The German Zeppi irefl gl *

has not stu
loa f their powera. Let me te!

iheri* he beat ar. accimpammer.* to hia worda
«rith his knueklea), the Zepp> goaa
out from tha K ai al ai
one Bril tleahip e day for tha laal two

week- "'

The reporter. of course, was arr.azed.
"Yee, >ir." went on his informant, "ar.d

you'll-find every word of this is true. Of

te, the British are r.ot admittir.p it, ar.d
. get the news throuph. How

do 1 get these reports'' That ia more or less
. <*<*ret. but 111 tell you this much- [1

<r.-ier pijreon to Barcein-.a and mai'.ed
from there. I have a partsc st in

I] -ed." Here he aaailed myaterioualy.
The repi uaa interested and asked

which were promptly fortheoaaing.
The little man had them all.the names of tha
ships. the dares a-.d loeationa of the sinkir.ps,
the numbera of the Zeppclins aecomplishing

I the sizes a-.d wetghta of the
B l dropped. He described mmutely just

how each of the unfortu-
fected by the nrfsailes ar.d whether she B

bow or stern.

Truth to tell, *.he reporter hesitated a lonp
time before turninp m his story. But he had
taken careful notes. and it was too early in

the war to jump at the conclusion that the
thinp was impossible. He couldn't let it po if
there was a chance of its being true. So finally
he ran it for what it was worth, ar.d thus wa =

another of the aeriei of great
In justiea it must be pointed cut that some

of the stories which appeared were written and
printed in 'fcerfectiy pood faith. In such in-

star.ces the auth r frai ¦ revteM the source

from which his copy wa- thtM Wtre

pure fiction, and attributod to all sorts of im-

aginary persor.apes. The war reporter*- path
is strewn with difficulties. and he is quick to

,teh at the possibility of a beat.
He feels that he must prodttCC a certain

amount of copy, whether the material f t
exists or r.ot. Some really able men maintain
that when there ii a doarth tt newi taking ifl

[egitimate, provided it aaal reading and
injurea nobody. It'a meetly a matter of con-

Bcienee.

AIR FICTION IS NOT ONLY
STRANGER THAN TRUTH,

BUT SNAPPIER

.; il amonp all thl war one

atanda out with axeeptiona] di -. not

so much on account of its quality. perhap
because it wa.- recorded bj *n writer
of lonp established reputation.em who had

->d to resort to the compilinp of unproved
ta and who had no fear of losiag ca^te

for failurt te produce res.

The article appeared in the December
of a repuuble New T< rk magazine. It dealt
with the subject of aviation in a general way.

ergely a nisumd of previooaly pub-
lished facts nearinp on military aeronautics.

The .* *" '.. ar''' the
.' ..,- or. which it was built wai the ital

that the flying a! Uner a wnatmeted
for Rodman Wa trai .4' antic effort,

uning thal tha tala had been true. it was

we'.: arortk | . tt for . arel rea-ons;

it '.4 Mjld ettled 0 and
.' all the question of w'r build
hupe aeroplanes for offensive purposes entire¬

ly. If or.e machine cou! i ir. a few months
three subrr. - the r.ava. men of the

world would think a lot less about exper.sive
destroyers avote more of their time to

the acquisition of seaplanes.
Perhaps elrea aaa ol hem are aeting

on the information cor.tained in the article in

.. tion. Perhaps. too. they will re

themadves when the. ean thi tnrth of the
matter. which ifl that the Aaaerica -".er de-

* BUbnarine, and that not more

than two under.-ea beata have beea SUnk bj
a-. lators since the war bepan.
The U-hoat which torpedoed the Arabic wa?

repf,-. v an aerial bomb, but her
haa *een denied by an official German re-

tort. althouph it was adlitted thal -he had
neen damaped. The second caso is that 01

another which met ita fata at tne hanc of
British ar.d Freneh aviflvtorfl potroUing the

water-- ofl Ostend. There i? reason to believe
?he la -. " authentic.

THE FIRST BATTLE BETWEEN
TWO SEAPLANES. WHICH HAS

BEEN GOING ON FOR
A YEAR.

Of late there has been another lapse, for the
reason that the fund of improvised anecdotea
has slumped tremendously. An evidence of
this state of aff.-iirs appeared in a news stnry
published a few weeks apo in a leadinp metro-

politan daily. Three-quarters of a rolumn
was devoted to the yarn. The main feature

was an account of what was termed "the flrat
battle between two --eap!ar.e«".a remarkable
atataaaaat This dtveraiea has been going oo

for more than a year.
Ir Aaaarka the writera have fallen back orl

wild nnaora of marvellous aerep%r,es which,
they assert, are being manufactured there
for the annihilatioa ef Berlin ar.d other k_a>
dred ol .-.'. a few days apo came tha

that Britain was building a hupe air

fleet for the avowod parpoee of eripiag out the

Krupp works al Natarally, the Britiah
War Ofllee would scatter hroadcast the news

/_ aamti I " tha aaaet ealae ef air-

eraft la waHara has no: been iaflet.laoi. They
are known to bl
for them are becom::.- * rapidly. But

attributinp to theaa . t***** w-'*

make them morfl effe*'

A SUMMARY OF THE VALUE OF
THE ZEPPELINS TO

GERMANY

The Zeppe'::;*.- have been a i ipps-.tment.
All the damai-e the;. M which

rma :n a mil.*
would dot bep-.n to equal the co.-t of a

one of these craft Therefoce, assuminp that

future war- will be conduovd with a giea
element of cr-mmon " tn*

Zeppelin can be safely eltmiaated
What detenalaea tha WOeth of an aeroplane

is the work t may be depoaded upon te per-
The war haa it rn that I

may ; . -s with the positive
kr.ow'.edpe that they will bo carried out promp'-

BCCUratdy. These are aeo«.Bg U

ranpe fladiag.
Important awveaaei

from the eyes oi th* ae*-.. *¦* the

gain experience, their e te
numbers of troops and aig l certain

tactics on the ground bBM

pva. rtant OrT

arhaahavfl i<een a' 'he fron* for B |
that once the aeropianes appear over their

bea i- and eooaa -' th* w
the occupants of that particu'.a
as we'.l move. The proper |
-hot from one of the |
the eeet of an aeroplane.
Thu- for al '.

machine is invaluable an'i mbte. The

army or BBvy flrithout tr..

antape. The
are insisting that each ba".
ed with ita ejuota ol
The supply of scouts has come nean-r to

ing pace with the demar.d than in
-iranchea of the a

BOMB-DROPPING AS AN ART IS
STILL IN ITS INFANCY

As r.ava! patrols seaplanes are BstreB
useful. They can do the scoutmg forr*
left te the
a nephp'tle cost. The wide range ef

led the aviator-
the machine reader this arm of the lerviea ia-
eatimably important.

A- a meai I h\ .. thefutun .
"

plane ia piublemalhal Wrthoul
results have been ot

of bombs on railwaya, aau
munition works. But in nv-*

been a matter of pure lll
Bomb-droppir.a.* ;¦ B ..

fected te the degree . the pro*
cedure dependable. \Vh*
ar. army diviaion or a line of I

tempted by a fleet of BBBl
chines we ll
One thing I -.* .*. ¦¦' - ¦

eoncerting and
i drop] mmediab

All the bdlifl '¦ '

ment;.* g witk
land ar.d sea. M
are the air- l
course. a

r

ia prophi
meat The IV a aeropla
ar.d naval BSflflrl
that limit is rea

But the lying --.11 go on. We
many mor. | 'ale.s of prowess on high.

l whiefa wii! be an obstacle to those who

rting lt tha big problem. Failure to

widety advertteed predicti<->ns, reason-

able or otherwiea, al^ays proves injurious.
ju-- -.u on technical mat-

...-. a_0 know r.othir.g of them w-il!
work for e\il. especially when there la a chance
of such ehatl -* »hed. The r

has been fed ema

from Boureafl ae ther
the aaantleof earthy
>*houl

THE ATTITUDE OF THE UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT

TOWARD AVIATION

Aa te the pa.-t whi
ernment ha« pla I 1 rward avia-

tior. ha- been aethiag rt of erimiaaL No
nation star.ds so much in need of an efficient
-flil -»>r\ice, ar.'i MM of the other power-
weak. When * npe, when the day
of reckoning comes. the present and pa--
difference of those who dictate the aeronautical
policy, their assurance, their amazing blind-
r.ess, the supreme quality of their mcompe-
ter.ee.these will be rememf-ered. The ra

mg will be quite compl-'e.
In regard to the ultimate sigr.ificance of the

aeroplane ir. war, it ia not now to l>e estimated.
Neither prophecy nor imagination ia equal
to the vision of the Wripht brothers guiding
their tirst frail gliders above the sand dun«e
at Kitty Hawfc. There was the beginning.
For the end, the meamng of it all, the progress
and the final fultilment. we must wait and see.


